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fall; or else they are held by septs and cultivating groups of Eajpilts, who pay a fixed quit rent to some overlord, And as in all these lands the lordship cannot, in the still surviving phase of society, pass permanently out of Eajpiit hands, by which they are held on a sort of noble tenure, it may be said that in the best preserved States the territorial dominion of the clan still survives unbroken. There are grants of land, mainly terminable, made by the ruling Chief to favourites and wives, while in the eastern States there are some non-Eajpiit beneficiaries ; but all over the West it would be difficult to find a single important estate not held by a Eajpiit. Then there are of course assignments of lands to temples and religious bodies, some of whom give nearly as much trouble to Eajpiit Chiefs as ever churches and monastic orders did to mediaeval European princes.* It is difficult also, to deal with a holy man whose disciples are ready to bury themselves alive if the Government puts pressure on their master for land taxes, and thus to bring down a curse upon the whole administration. This is the Hindu method of excommunication, very effective still in Eajputdna, and not to be faced with impunity by the most powerful Chief. The best known remedy is to negotiate a private arrangement with some influential
* In the Oodipoor State there is a famous sanctuary, with a large land endowment, presided over by a person who may be termed without much inexactitude a hereditary incarnation of Krishna. About twenty years ago he was behaving precisely like a mediaeval prince-bishop on the Rhine; he threw pilgrims and travellers into his dungeon, and openly defied the State's ruler, who dared not lay hands upon so sacred a person. So an armed force was sent against him by the British Agent; he was captured and expelled from Rajputana into British territory, where he at once brought a suit against the Agent in the Bombay High Court. It would have gone hard with the present writer if the judge had not reluctantly concluded that he had no jurisdiction.